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Job on 2,000-Acre Farm Proves Game-Changing for Firm
By Eric Olson
CEG CORRESPONDENT

Brannon Turbeville’s ability to find lucra-
tive work through business networking, cou-
pled with his fierce work ethic, has made
him one of South Carolina’s top up-and-
coming young contractors.

Turbeville operates Palmetto Brush
Control LLC in Florence, a company that
started modestly in 2007 by doing brush and
undergrowth cutting. Today, the firm still
does that work, but also is involved in mas-
sive land clearing and development, most of
which is done for the South Carolina DOT.

Seizing an Opportunity
His big break came in 2011 when, due to

his contacts and networking, he was able to
land a contract to clean more than 60 mi.
(96.5 km) in irrigation ditches at a 2,000-acre
farm field in the town of Turbeville, south of
Florence (the town was founded by Brannon
Turbeville's ancestors).

At first glance, that job may not sound too
impressive, but it turned out to be a game-
changer for Turbeville.

That’s because the land was owned by
West Virginia coal and agriculture billionaire
Jim Justice, a man whose agribusiness has
made him one of the largest grain producers
on the East Coast with more than 50,000
acres producing crops.

At the Turbeville site, Justice needed
someone who could come in and do the
work both quickly and efficiently.

He found his man in Brannon Turbeville.
The old South Carolina farm land that

Justice intended to turn into another of his

Justice Family Farms needed to be rehabili-
tated, reconstructed and ready in time for the
2012 planting season. That was just months
away when Turbeville started the job in
December 2011.

In order to get the land ready for row-crop
production, Turbeville put 13 employees and
9 pieces of equipment on the job. 

The timetable for the work was so tight
that Turbeville said, “they were right behind
us planting the fields as we were finishing.”

“We really transformed our business with
Justice Family Farms and this half-million-
dollar ditch project,” he said. “Before that it
was just me and a few other fellows doing
the work. Through our networking, we got
hooked up with the man that was running the
project at the farm. That fellow wanted me to
run the project for him and when Jim Justice
learned that, he put us in charge instead.”

Turbeville said that Justice has continued
to be a great customer for Palmetto Brush
Control. Just last year, he added, his compa-
ny completed about a quarter-million dollars
in wildlife enhancement work for Justice.

A Beneficial Partnership
Another profitable relationship for

Turbeville that was established on that proj-
ect was with Hills Machinery, one of the
Southeast’s premier equipment dealers with
locations across the two Carolinas, accord-
ing to the company.

It, too, came about through effective net-
working with others in the construction busi-
ness.

“We were recommended to Adam and
Jim Hills through a personal friend of theirs

“With the Case 210 we could get close to 27 hours of use from 100 gallons of fuel, whereas with the other brands we couldn’t get 20 hours,” said Brannon Turbeville,
owner of Palmetto Brush Control.

Brannon Turbeville, owner of Palmetto Brush Control, stands in front of his Case
1150M dozer. see PALMETTO page 24


